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accept with thankful appreciation his enormously valuable contribution to the 
study of comparative folklore. His work and his method will appeal especially 
to lawyers who will appreciate his objectivity of treatment. He makes no at- 
tempt at edification or at moralizing but marshals the evidence with great skill 
and lets it point to conclusions the correctness of which may be tested by each 
reader, for the entire volume of evidence, at times overwhelmingly solid, is laid 
before him. The work appeals also to our interest in the remote, the strange, 
the bizarre in human relations and to that higher sense which is able to correlate 
and coordinate all of these curious elements and find in them points of connec- 
tion with the most modern rules and customs in life. It is a work that makes 
for breadth of vision and sympathy, and enlarges the horizon of thought. It is 
most cordially recommended as a book for the lawyer's leisure hour. He will 
find in it at one and the same time both mental relaxation and stimulus. 

David Werner Amram. 

Ifugao Law, by R. F. Barton. University of California Press, Berkeley, 
1919. Pp. 127, plates 33. Price, $2. 

This is one of the publications of the University of California in American 
Archaeology and Ethnology, the work of one who lived for eight years among the 
Ifugaos of Northern Luzon, a tribe of barbarian head hunters. As a result of 
his experiences, the author doubts whether any society in existence affords as 
much happiness and true freedom as that of the Ifugaos. The experience of 
other primitive peoples is here repeated. As soon as they come into contact 
with what we fondly call our "higher" civilization, their ancient rules and cus- 
toms, which produced harmony and stability, are broken down, and under the 
influence of our "higher" religion and law they become a degenerate people. 
It seems that if civilization has any purpose at all, it is not to promote peace 
and happiness among mankind, for everywhere civilization breeds discontent, 
unhappiness and strife. 

The book before us is a vo'ume of rich material covering the family law, 
property law, penal law and procedure in force among the Ifugaos. All is regu- 
lated through ancient custom developed precisely like our common law as the 
result of centuries of experience under which old rules are modified and superseded 
and new rules better adapted come into being. The Ifugao has not even the 
suggestion of political organization, yet he has a well developed system of laws 
under which he lives in comparative happiness without involving himself in 
serious trouble with his fellows. Tradition takes the place of records and not 
only is the entire body of law well known and preserved but even the pedigree 
of many of the people is known back to the tenth generation and even further, 
not only in the direct line but even among the collateral kinfolk. The author 
considers the Ifugao law to rank fairly with the biblical Hebrew law or with 
the Mohammedan law of a century ago. The marriage laws are quite elaborate, 
the divorce laws equally so. In addition to divorce by mutual agreement, the 
author cites fourteen grounds upon which either party may demand divorce 
from the other, some of which are worthy of our consideration, for example, 
insanity, continued laziness or shiftless conduct on the part of one of the spouses, 
unreasonable or insane jealousy, squandering of the family resources. The 
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Ifugao distinguishes family property and personal property, the former consist- 
ing principally of lands and heirlooms, the latter of articles acquired by the 
individual. The family property is alienable with solemnities of transfer of 
such complexity as to make our real estate transfers appear simplicity itself, 
whereas the personal property, which includes dwellings, trees, even standing 
timber and sweet potato fields is freely alienable. A study of the laws relating 
to tenures, sales, borrowing and lending, contracts and irrigation is of exceed- 
ing interest. The penal law recognizes a long list of offenses with two punish- 
ments, death and fines. Moral turpitude does not seem to exist or rather the 
Ifugao's sense of moral turpitude is quite different from our own. The idea of 
intent in relation. to responsibility for crime is highly developed. The law of 
retaliation survives only in matters of homicide, a life must be paid by a life. 
There are no courts of law and the procedure is almost entirely in the hands of 
a go-between who is a priest or wise man. He hears the testimony of the par- 
ties and uses it, together with his knowledge of human nature and his force of 
persuasion, to bring them to an understanding as to their respective rights and 
obligations. Sometimes the ordeal is used for the purpose of determining the 
issue. Execution is virtually a system of self-help. If damages are refused 
after having been fairly assessed, the matter is left to the injured party to seek 
such redress as he can obtain by force. 

The work has all the characteristics that should mark a scientific produc- 
tion and it is a valuable contribution to our knowledge of primitive and com- 
parative law. 

David Werner Amram. 

Principles of the Law of Contract with a Chapter on the Law of 
Agency. By Sir William R. Anson, edited with American Notes by Arthur L. 
Corbin. New York, Oxford University Press, 19 19, pp. lvii. Price, $4. 

Yale University is to be congratulated on the publication of this book, 
for although it is issued by the Oxford University Press it is the fruit of Yale 
scholarship. Professor Corbin, of the Yale Law School, deeply influenced by 
his late colleague, Prof. W. N. Hohfeld, and inspired by the philosophy of which 
the late Professor Sumner and his successor, Professor A. G. Keller, are most 
distinguished exponents, has given us an edition of the classical work of Sir 
William Anson which should be read by every law student and practitioner. 
The contributions of Professors E. W. Huffcut, of Cornell, and J. C. Knowlton, of 
Michigan, must not be overlooked, for they did pioneer work in their editions 
of Anson, and, of course, the contributions made by many minds in articles 
in the Law Reviews have been freely drawn upon and are constantly cited by 
the present editor. Professor Corbin's work is something more than a new 
edition. He has given us a new book, retaining the form and much of the text 
of the old. Not only has he added 46 new sections to the text but he has greatly 
amplified the notes of his predecessors and has added much new and valuable 
material in his own notes. He has used all the later important cases and has 
enriched the entire mass of material with critical comment and suggestion the 
result of the free play of a wel' trained and informed mind in a field in which 
the law is so well settled that the normal tendency to follow the beaten path is 



